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CONFIDENTIAL SANTO DOMINGO 1024 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: LOS, DR 

SUBJECT: NEW DOMINICAN PROPOSALS TO EXTEND MARITIME JURISDICTION 

REF: SANTO DOMINGO 948 

1 . IN HIS FEB 27 INDEPENDENCE DAY SPEECH, PRESIDENT BALAGUER 
ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD INTRODUCED INTO CONGRESS A BILL TO EXTEND 
THE MARITIME JURISDICTION OF THE COUNTRY. WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED 

A COPY OF THE PROPOSED NEW LAW, AN INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF WHICH 
IS BEING FORWARDED SEPTEL. 

2. THE LEGISLATION WOULD INCREASE THE PRESENT SUPPLEMENTARY 
CONTIGUOUS ZONE TO 24 MILES IN WHICH THE DR WOULD EXERCISE LEGAL 
JURISDICTION OVER CUSTOMS, IMMIGRATION AND SANITATION MATTERS 
ALONG THE LINES OF ARTICLE 32 OF THE RSNT. IT WOULD ALSO ESTABLISH 
AN EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE OF 200 MILES IN WHICH THE DR WOULD 
EXERCISE SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OVER EXPLORATION, EXPLOITATION, CONSER- 
VATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES. THE TEXT OF THE 
BILL CONFERS ON THE DR THE RIGHTS CONTAINED IN ARTICLE 44 OF THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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RSNT, EXCEPT FOR THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH MENTIONED IN PARAGRAPH 
1. (C)(2). THE DR WOULD REGULATE RESEARCH, EXPLORATION AND 
EXPLOITATION OF RESOURCES IN THE 200-MILE ZONE, BUT FREEDOM 
OF NAVIGATION AND AIR PASSAGE, LAYING OF SUBMARINE CABLES 
AND PIPELINES AND OTHER LEGITIMATE INTERNATIONAL USES RELATED 
TO NAVIGATION AND COMMUNICATION WOULD BE PRESERVED. FINALLY, 

THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION WOULD ESTABLISH SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OVER 
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THE CONTINENTAL SHELF TO A MINIMUM DISTANCE OF 200 MILES, SIMILAR 
TO THAT OF ARTICLES 64 AND 65 OF THE RSNT. 

3. THREE PROVISIONS OF THE PROPOSED LAW ARE IN CONFLICT WITH 
U.S. POSITIONS: (1) THERE ARE NO LIMITATIONS ON DOMINICAN 
CONTROL OVER OCEAN POLLUTION IN THE EZ; (2) DOMINICAN CONTROL 
OVER RESEARCH CAN BE INTERPRETED TO INCLUDE ALL TYPES OF SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH; AND (3) THE RIGHTS GIVEN IN THE EZ TO OTHERS ARE 
INADEQUATE. IN ORDER TO PRECLUDE FREEZING OF THE GODR INTO NON- 
NEGOTIABLE POSITIONS BY THIS LEGISLATION, WE HAVE ASKED THAT 
FURTHER LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION BE DELAYED UNTIL WE HAVE PRESENTED 
OUR VIEWS. 

4. 1 HAVE DISCUSSED THIS PROPOSED LEGISLATION WITH D/LOS AND 
HAVE ASKED FOR AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER TO 
PROPOSE SEVERAL CHANGES WHICH WOULD MEET OUR CONCERNS. 

HURWITCH 
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